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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Office of Environmental Management was established in 1989 to mitigate the risks and hazards posed by the legacy of nuclear weapons production and research.  The mission of the Office of Environmental Management (EM) is the accelerated risk reduction and cleanup of the environmental legacy of the nation's nuclear weapons program and government-sponsored nuclear energy research. The program is one of the largest and most diverse and technically complex environmental cleanup programs in the world and includes responsibility for the cleanup of 114 sites across the country. Included in that responsibility is the need to: 
Safely disposition large volumes of nuclear wastes; 
Safeguard materials that could be used in nuclear weapons; and, 
Deactivate and decommission several thousand contaminated facilities no longer needed to support the Department's mission and remediate extensive surface and groundwater contamination. 
The most ambitious and far ranging of these missions is dealing with the environmental legacy of the Cold War. 
Includes unprecedented amounts of contaminated waste, water, and soil, and a vast number of contaminated structures that will remain radioactive for thousands of years.�
Ability to continue to accelerate cleanup is directly dependent on the ability to ship and dispose of waste safely
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DOE Implemented the 
Transportation 

Emergency Preparedness 
Program (TEPP)

www.em.doe.gov/otem
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Steps to preparedness. . .

• Conduct a needs 
assessment to:
• assist in determining 

readiness
• identify strengths & 

weaknesses

• Use model plans and 
procedures to 
address weaknesses 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Model Needs Assessment is the first step in utilizing the TEPP Tools. The Model Needs Assessment is a self assessment document that is used to determine your jurisdiction’s readiness for response to a transportation accident involving radioactive material. By working through the Needs Assessment questions, you will determine strengths and identify possible improvement areas. The Model Needs Assessment will help you identify improvement areas for both training and procedures. 
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. . .Provide training

• Modular Emergency Response 
Radiological Transportation Training 
(MERRTT)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
MERRTT provides fundamental knowledge for responding to transportation incidents involving radioactive material and builds on training in existing hazardous materials curricula. MERRTT satisfies the training requirements outlined in the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) Land Withdrawal Act. MERRTT is used for training responders along the WIPP corridors and has been approved by DHS.  
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Conduct exercises to test plans, 
procedures, and training



National State Liaison Officers Conference 6

Because accidents happen. . .

Presenter
Presentation Notes
EM is currently shipping over 15,000 shipments a year.  Our safety record is envious, and our shipments are not often involved in severe accidents.  We utilize a Motor Carrier Evaluation Program to assure we are using only the best qualified drivers.  

In fact, this accident seen here with the FedEx truck, happened in Wyoming.  One of our shipments was able to avoid the multi-car pile up due to poor visibility in fog because of the additional defensive driving training.  

But, accidents do happen.  How can responders prepare for such an event?
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Want to know more?

• The TEPP web site provides one-stop 
shopping
• MERRTT Training Schedule
• 24-Hour Points of Contact 
• Case Histories
• TEPP Coordinators

• www.em.doe.gov/otem

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Training Schedule:  provides a listing of all classes scheduled throughout the country, along with contact information. If someone is interested in taking a class, they can choose a location that fits their need, and contact the TEPP Coordinator to register.
24-hour POC:  Through this data base, you can identify the contact in state for emergencies or daily business. The information is updated twice a year.
Case Histories:  This site is used to share information on real radiological transportation incidents. The case history contains the description of the events, photos and videos (if available), lessons learned, and a contact.
TEPP Coordinators: Identifies the TEPP Coordinator for each of the 8 regions, and includes their contact information. Through the implementation of TEPP, state, tribal, and local stakeholder needs and request
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